
The Continental 
When you need more range

T
he Continental is a modern current 
profiler with the extra range required 
to measure the full current profile on 

the continental shelf. The two main models 
operate at 470 kHz or 190 kHz and have a 
profiling range of about 100 and 200 m. The 
instrument itself is small but sturdy and it rep-
resents an excellent choice for organizations 
and companies who require operational reli-
ability at an affordable price. The mechanical 
housing is made from high-quality plastic ma-
terials with titanium cups – thereby eliminating 
any corrosion problems. The internal recorder 
is based on the Nortek digital hardware plat-
form found in our proven Aquadopp current 
profilers. This assures excellent data gather-
ing reliability. Two external sensors can easily 
be interfaced with the Continental using the 
analog input channels integrated into the 
hardware. 

All models come standard with compass, tilt, 
pressure, temperature sensor, and a small in-
ternal recorder. Optional equipment includes 
larger recorders for longer deployment and 
external battery. 

The Continental software is used to plan a 
deployment, configure the instrument, start a 
deployment, retrieve the data, and convert the 
data to ASCII. On-line data display is included 
with the software. For the development of 
more sophisticated online presentations of 
data, an Active X component library is available 
free of charge. 

• Oceanographic studies

• Offshore monitoring

• Buoy mounted

• 2D Port and harbor monitoring

Uses
• The Continental is used both in online proj-

ects and in stand-alone applications. The 
most common use is in bottom or subsur-
face configurations where the instrument is 
mounted upward, profiling the current from 
the instrument to the surface. The Nortek 
power management is included in the Con-
tinental, allowing stand-alone deployments 
from 3–12 months depending on battery 
options and range requirements. The data 
collected during the deployment are all re-
trieved at the end of the deployment and can 
be displayed in programs such as ExploreP.

• In buoy mounted applications, the data can 
be collected in real time and transmitted to 
a shore station using radio or satellite com-
munication. 

• In 2D applications, the Continental is equip-
ped with 2 beams rather than the standard 
3. The instrument is mounted horizontally on 
the channel or pier wall and profiles the 2D 
current along a horizontal segment. This ap-
plication is common for navigation channels 
and at the entrance of ports. The most com-
mon 2D instrument is the 470 kHz model, 
which comes with a choice of standard or 
extra-large transducers.




